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Our mission is to promote  

J U S T I C E ,  

D I G N I T Y ,  

H O P E  
and  

S E L F - S U F F I C I E N C Y 
through quality civil legal aid for those who have nowhere else to turn.
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Letter from the President.
Two thousand fourteen was a year of transition for Legal Aid 
of Nebraska. During this period we have been extremely for-

tunate with the professional 
manner in which the staff 
continued to deliver quality 
legal services to those in our 
society with legal needs but 
lack of resources. In addition, 
Legal Aid’s board of directors 
became a “hands on” board 
for those months, actively as-
sisting staff in managing the 
firm during the year. When 
a nonprofit service organiza-

tion loses its executive director, the board president suddenly is 
faced with many surprises, decisions, and tasks. After naming 
an acting executive director from the staff, I appointed an 
Executive Transition Committee from the board to assist staff 
in managing the changes to come, and a Search Committee to 
conduct a search for a new executive director. Each member 
of the Executive Transition Committee paired with a member 
of the staff Management Team to provide one-on-one support 
during the interim period. The staff Management Team, made 
up of the directors of Legal Aid’s divisions plus the Deputy 
Director, became the firm’s executive. They rose to the occasion 
in grand style, demonstrating commitment and dedication on a 

number of fronts, and often worked two-plus jobs during this 
period. The following section recognizes their commitment.

In addition to the Management Team, all staff came together to 
work hard for the accomplishment of Legal Aid’s mission and 
objectives, all the while providing compassionate, quality legal 
representation to our clients. It was a team effort in every sense 
of the word, and the board is proud of the professionalism 
and dedication of every member of the staff. As president of 
the board, I could not have hoped for a better team to manage 
this interim period for Legal Aid. All are dedicated servants, 
committed to the mission of Legal Aid and devoted to ensuring 
that Legal Aid continues to provide equal access to justice in 
a fashion of which all Nebraskans can be proud. Their efforts 
demonstrate that Legal Aid is well served indeed, and poised 
for greater achievements in the future. 

Thank you all!

Hon. David Piester, President
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With offices in eight locations 
and an extensive network of 
volunteer private attorneys, 
Legal Aid of Nebraska provides 
assistance in all 93 counties.
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Dedicated Staff and 
Board, Unsung Heroes 
in a Smooth Interim.

Annette Farnan has served Legal 
Aid for over twenty years, the last 
six as Deputy Director. When the 
Executive Director position became 
vacant, she was the logical choice 
to step into that role as Interim 
Executive Director. Suddenly she 
was doing two all-important jobs! 
Despite a slow start because of knee 
surgery, Annette not only performed 
the Deputy Director duties with 
which she was familiar, but she 
also embarked on a whole new set 
of responsibilities, from leading the 

Management Team in fundraising 
and maintaining compliance with 
Legal Services Corporation mandates, 
to enhancing contact with important 
“partners” of Legal Aid in providing 
direct services to clients as well 
as optimizing access to the courts. 
Eventually there were simply too 
many “balls in the air” for one person 
to handle, and Jen Gaughan became 
Acting Deputy Director to assume 
some of Annette’s double duties. 
Annette did an outstanding job as 
Interim Executive Director, keeping 
everything running smoothly in 
what could otherwise have been a 
free-fall. We all are deeply indebted 
to her for her fine leadership in a time 
of serious need.

Jen Gaughan has served as Director 
of Litigation for six years. She’s been 
with Legal Aid for 16 years and 
knows the organization, its strengths, 
weaknesses, history, and goals, 

and all of the major cases pending 
in the firm. During the interim, she 
continued those duties in addition 
to the duties of the Deputy Director 
and Acting Director during Annette’s 
recuperation. Daunting as those tasks 
were, Jen also did an outstanding 
job broadening her focus from 
litigation issues to administrative 
and management issues, too. From 
mundane, day-to-day administrative 
jobs to assisting in grant writing 

and handling personnel matters, Jen 
became a go-to person for everything 
not specifically assigned to someone 
else. Her caring for Legal Aid’s 
mission and for our clients helped 
steer her as she frenetically jumped 
from one task to another, making it 
all appear seamless and effortless. 
The Omaha office manager, Muirne 
Heaney also stepped in to assist Jen 
with litigation supervision, providing 
experience-guided relief.

Laurie Heer-Dale is Director of 
Access. That role requires her to 
supervise the firm’s intake process 
and all AccessLines®, including the 
successful implementation of our 
newest access line, the Nebraska 

Immigration Legal Assistance Hotline. 
Laurie also establishes and maintains 
outreach relationships with other 
organizations partnering with Legal 
Aid to expand the availability of legal 
services. In addition to these duties, 
Laurie assisted with grant writing. 
Laurie headed up the job of creating 
a staff proposal for a salary plan. She 
and Jen Gaughan created a staff task 
force to study and analyze the salary 
structures of other nonprofit and 
government agencies, then created a 

formal policy that has been presented 
to the Personnel Committee of the 
board. The plan will be studied by the 
committee and presented to the board 
soon for implementation in 2016.
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Katie Timperley Mock is Director 
of Development. This is more than 
grant writing, conducting fundraising 
appeals, arranging “in-kind” contribu-
tions, and planning and implementing 
special events, although those alone 
would keep a “normal” person quite 
busy. It also requires establishing 
and maintaining relationships within 
the philanthropic community and 
continuously advising funders of the 
role their support plays in providing 
direct services to clients and equal 
access to justice, as well as planning 
for the continuing funding of Legal 
Aid’s programs. Katie stepped into 
these roles smoothly. She also created 
a development plan to be followed 
in the future to grow Legal Aid’s 
financial footing and stability.

Ed Brooks is Director of Finance. 
In addition to being “treasurer,” 
“comptroller,” “bookkeeper,” 
“budget manager,” ”spending 
policeman,” “audit facilitator,” “fringe 
benefit manager,” and “investment 
adviser,” Ed has the responsibility 
of managing, in every sense of the 
word, all the money that comes into 
Legal Aid and all the money that 
goes out. With the assistance of the 
Management Team and the Finance 
and Audit Committee of the board, he 
develops the budget presented to the 
board, and once it is adopted, tracks 
revenues and expenses to monitor 
compliance and unforeseen fiscal 
developments. With Legal Aid’s more 
than fifty different funding sources, 
many of which have different 
fiscal and grant years, Ed’s job is, in 

the smoothest of times, complex. 
During the interim period, it became 
nearly impossible for one person to 
handle. Nevertheless, although it 
required working many extra hours 
on evenings, early mornings, and 
weekends (all while commuting from 
Lincoln), Ed rose to the occasion 
and maintained regular financial 
reporting and responsible managing 
of all Legal Aid’s assets. In addition, 
he developed a cash flow policy that 
has been adopted by the board. The 
recent audit report for the period 
confirms that Ed’s effort was nothing 
short of heroic, and it is greatly 
appreciated.

As stated, Legal Aid’s board of 
directors also became more involved 
in the day-to-day management of the 
firm. While not the ordinary role for 
a board, in the interim period several 
board members came forward with 
extraordinary effort to assist Legal 
Aid in its time of need.

Doug Murray, Treasurer of the 
board, spent countless hours meeting 
with Ed Brooks and assisting in 
fiscal reporting and planning ahead. 
In addition to chairing monthly 
meetings of the Finance and Audit 
Committee, he met with Ed numerous 
times to go over budgets, cash 
flow, reports, and emerging fiscal 
challenges. His counsel and advice 
were and continue to be invaluable to 
Legal Aid.

Carol Gendler and Hon. Pat 
Lamberty came forward to advise 
and assist Katie Timperley Mock 
on resource development and the 
emerging development plan. They 
also offered critical advice and 
participated in maintaining solid 
relationships with major donors, 
and they provided advice to the 
Management Team. Their assistance 
was truly amazing.

Ron Oleson also did extra duty by 
reviewing the Strategic Plan with 
staff to ensure that Legal Aid stayed 

on course during the interim, not only 
with pursuing our objectives, but 
also ensuring that our grant funds 
were being spent in accordance with 
their conditions and the Strategic 
Plan. Again, Ron demonstrated the 
commitment of the board to Legal 
Aid’s mission.

Finally, former board member 
Mike Schleich chaired the Search 
Committee. He managed the 
process of conducting a national 
search for a new executive director, 
hosting meetings, arranging for 
résumé screening, and interviewing 
candidates; he managed the search 
process efficiently so a new executive 
director could be named in January 
and hired in February, 2015. Mike 
served over twenty years on 
the board of directors before his 
“retirement” in January, and this last 
contribution was one of his many to 
Legal Aid over the years.
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Legal Aid of Nebraska Board of Directors
Board Officers

President 
Hon. David Piester, Lincoln

Vice President 
Michael Schleich, Omaha

Secretary 
Katherine Voorhees, Lincoln

Treasurer 
Doug Murray, Omaha

Board Members

Eluid “Eli” Aguilar, Gering 
Larry Baumann, North Platte 
Janice Brown, Omaha 
Danielle Conrad, Lincoln 
Matthew Dunning, Omaha 
Carol Gendler, Omaha 
Julianna Jenkins, Broken Bow 
Hon. Patricia Lamberty, Omaha 
Michelle Oldham, Hastings 
Ron Oleson, Lincoln 
Barbara Pinkelman, Aurora 
Hon. Patrick Rogers, Norfolk 
Lorene Thomas, Bloomfield 
William Tringe, Holdrege 
Amy Van Horne, Omaha 
Nicole Vereen, Omaha 
Michael Willet, Beatrice

Thanks to outgoing board members

Many warm thanks to our outgoing board members, Michael 
Schleich and Matthew Dunning, who served our mission with 
years of dedicated support.

Front row

Janice Brown 

Eluid "Eli" Aguilar 

Amy Van Horne

Second row

Hon. Patricia Lamberty  

Hon. Patrick Rogers 

Michael Schleich 

Third row

Hon. David Piester  

Ron Oleson 

Carol Gendler

Back row

Nicole Vereen 

 Michael Willet 

Douglas Murray 

Larry Baumann
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In 2014, Legal Aid of Nebraska closed 11,787 cases, 
providing access to justice for 23,010 people.

Types of cases closed in 2014:

Counsel  
and Advice

72% 16% 8% 4%

Extensive 
Representation

Brief 
Service

Farm 
Referral

Other

Number of cases in areas of law:
Family

Consumer

Housing

Wills, Estates, POA

Child Welfare Representation

Income Maintenance

Miscellaneous

Employment

Health

Individual Rights

Education

1000500 2000 3000 4000 5000
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37.1%

 33.9%

13.3%

7.2%

 2.5%

2.2%

1.9%

 1.1%

0.8%

Financial Summary
Revenue
Legal Services Corporation—Basic Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1,493,362
Legal Aid and Services Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               1,333,863
Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               924,855
Lancaster County, Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 470,268
National Foreclosure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        400,000
U.S. Department of Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              360,983
Civil Legal Services Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    218,203
Violence Against Women Federal Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       203,148
University of Nebraska Medical Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       168,332
Miscellaneous Revenue & Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         132,701
Contributed services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        126,608
ElderAccessLine®. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            124,527
Investment income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         110,126
Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            51,500
Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            50,000
United Way of the Midlands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    42,622
Legal Services Corporation -Migrant Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      41,410
Department of Justice - Native American Rights Fund	������������������� 40,534
Legal Services Corporation - Technology Grant	�������������������������������� 36,000
Northeast Nebraska Area Agency on Aging . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    33,971
Legal Services Corporation - Native American Grant 	��������������������� 32,408
IRS - Low Income Taxpayer Assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         28,560
Department of Housing and Urban Development 	��������������������������� 27,122
UNL - North Central Risk Management Education	��������������������������� 20,000
Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       19,846
United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   19,183

Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,510,132
Net Assets at 12/31/14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $2,073,919

Best practices for non-profit organizations indicate that the organization should have operating reserves 
equal to between 3 and 6 months operating expenses. At 12/31/14, Legal Aid of Nebraska had operating 
reserves of approximately 3.5 months, based on the 2015 budget.

2014 revenue breakdown by percentage:

Federal

State

Foundations & Private Donors

County

Annual Campaign

Interest & Misc.

Contributed Services

United Way

IOLTA
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84.9%

 15.1%

Expenses
Salaries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   3,687,674
Employee benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        1,093,204
Rent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        385,696
Payroll taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                266,488
Contracted services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         213,661
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  147,457
Private attorney involvement contracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      126,608
Donated private attorney involvement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       126,608
Depreciation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                119,219
Transportation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                94,105
Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  73,671
Tech support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 73,595
Insurance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     65,653
Training. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      52,876
Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      49,674
Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       40,797
Equipment rental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             34,773
Dues. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          29,075
Postage and shipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         25,021
Litigation costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               20,316
Miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 12,441
Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      8,839
Maintenance and repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      4,952
Recruiting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    1,462

Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  $6,753,865 

Functional Expense Breakdown

Program Services

Admin. & Fundraising

“I would not have made it 
through this nightmare 
without Liliana’s help. 
Legal Aid is a bright 
shining star in the dark 
void of injustice for the 
low-income. Thank God 
for you folks.”
Thank-you note from Legal Aid client
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2014 Volunteers and Interns
Thank you to our volunteers and unpaid interns for dedicating their time and energy to Legal Aid of Nebraska’s  
mission. For more information on how to get involved with the volunteer/intern/law clerk program, please contact  
Christine Stolarskyj at (402) 348-1069 ext. 248 or email cstolarskyj@legalaidofnebraska.org. 

Interns/Externs 
Roselle Agdipa
Rene Aranda-Fregoso
Abel Asmeron
Brandon Baratta
Kayleigh Begley
Taylor Benson
Ronald “Chino” Betita
Andrea Blevins
Chris Buie
Matt Chouinard
Dan Cummings
Tania Garcia-Rangel
Veronica LeDuc
Emilee Higgins
Clayton Hill
John Holz
Tanya Star
Jacqueline Tabke
Zach Taylor
Matt Williams
Rhys William 

Law clerks 
Tara Gabrielson
Abby Giddings
Jessica Ledingham
Katie Samples

Volunteers
Katee Chance
Lillian Failor
Henry Farnan
James Farnan
Whitney Free
Claudia Fullerton
Joanna Kahiluoto
Drew Mandl
Alexandra Marchuk
Laura Monsees
Jeremy Schwisow
Joan Thelin
TJ Tooley
Zoe Verboon

Pro Bono 
attorneys 
Jean Ambrose
Mike Borders
Annette Burwell
Pat Cohoon
Brandon Dickerson
Joseph Dreesen
William (Bill) Erickson
Scott Hahn
Sara Houston
Chris Hoyme
Kristine Kohlmeier
Jackson Lewis
Cindy Mettlen
Nancy Morrison
Jarrod Reece
Dawn Swanson
Josh Weiner
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2014 Private Attorney Involvement
Under the Private Attorney Involvement (PAI) program, Legal Aid recruits private attorneys to assist clients living at or near  
poverty, pro bono or at a reduced rate with civil legal matters in counties more than one hour’s driving distance from a Legal Aid 
office. For more information on how to get involved with the PAI program, please contact Christine Stolarskyj at (402) 348-1069 
ext. 248 or email cstolarskyj@legalaidofnebraska.org.

Avis Andrews, Fremont
George Babcock, Omaha
Amanda Barron, Blair
Jessica Bauer, Hastings
Ben Beethe, Tecumseh
John Begley, Omaha
Mike Borders, Broken Bow
Lyndsey Canning, Omaha
Patrick Cohoon, Omaha
Bruce Dalluge, Tecumseh
James Davis, Fremont
Jeff Ensz, Minden
Marsha Fangmeyer, Kearney
Steve Fillman, York
Todd Flynn, Ainsworth
Leta Fornoff, Fremont
Loralea Frank, Kearney
Tara Gardner, Lincoln
Scott Grafton, Aurora

Angela Heimes, Omaha
Wanda Howey-Fox, Yankton SD
Matt Jenkins, Lincoln
Chris Johnson, Hastings
Josh Johnson, Hastings
Corianna Kubasta, Plattsmouth
Angela Madathil, Lincoln
Nicole Mailahn, Kearney
Andrea McChesney, Omaha
Angelica McClure, Lincoln
Steve Mercure, Tecumseh
Diane Merwin, Humboldt
Jessica Meyer, Tecumseh
Lisa Meyer, York
Angela Minahan, Plattsmouth
John Moeller, Sioux City
Cheryl Munson, Broken Bow
Stephanie Payne, Lincoln
Kay Prather, Beloit KS

Justin Roberts, Omaha
Kristine Roberts, Fremont
Kathy Rockey, Norfolk
Patrick Runge, Omaha
Mike Samuelson, Ogallala
Melissa Schutt, Fremont
Curt Sikyta, Ord 
Heather Sikyta, Ord
Ashley Spahn, Benkelman
Gail Steen, Lincoln
Robert Stewart, Sioux City IA
Jesus Tena, Lexington
Jim Truell, Grand Island
Adam Tripp, Fremont
Hannah Vellinga, Sioux City IA
James Wagoner, Grand Island 
David Wilson, Sidney
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Donors
$20,000 +
Baird Holm LLP
Kutak Rock

$10,000 - $19,999
Fraser Stryker PC LLO
Husch Blackwell, LLP
Koley Jessen PC
Lamson Dugan & Murray

$5,000 - $9,999
Cline Williams Wright Johnson  

& Oldfather, L.L.P.
Erickson & Sederstrom, P.C., L.L.O.
McGrath North
Lou Anne Rinn

$2,000 - $4,999
Abrahams Kaslow & Cassman LLP
Anonymous
David & Lea Bailis
Cassem Tierney Adams Gotch & Douglas
Fidelity National Title Group
Harding & Shultz, P.C., L.L.O.
Patricia S. Peterson
John & Dianne Scott

$1,000 - $1,999
Anderson Creager
Timothy Cuddigan
Marianne Culhane
Ellick Jones Buelt Blazek & Longo
First United Methodist Church
Hauptman O’Brien Wolfe & Lathrop
Marian G. Heaney

Hon. Patricia A. Lamberty
Philip J. Lee
Jeanelle R. Lust
Mattson Ricketts Law Firm
Mueller Robak LLC
Hon. David L. Piester
Sennett, Duncan, Jenkins & Wickham 

P.C., L.L.O.
Sibbernsen Strigenz & Sibbernsen, P.C.
Jay T. Swanson
Amy Van Horne
Katie Weitz
Woods & Aitken LLP

$500 - $999
James C. Creigh
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Jennifer & Kevin Gaughan
James E. Gordon
Deryl & Ramona Hamann
Troy L. Hawk
Hon. Michael G. Heavican
Kile & Virginia Johnson
Kelley, Scritsmier & Byrne, P.C.
Knowles Law Firm
Koenig|Dunne Divorce Law PC, LLO
Sen. Steve Lathrop
Locher Pavelka Dostal Braddy  

& Hamme, L.L.C.
Christopher & Jane Phillips
Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C.
Patricia Zieg & Timothy Higgins
Darla S. Zink

$200 - $499
Ralph Anderson
David C. Bagby
Berkshire & Burmeister
Brogan Gray, P.C., L.L.O.
John C. Brownrigg
Susan L. Carraher
Kristin Ceballos
Cypress Collaborative Divorce Solutions
Donahue & Faesser, P.C. L.L.O.
Dennis Dowd
Joseph Dreesen
Hon. Jan Dutton
Elise Emanuel-Moore
Marsha Fangmeyer
Raymond Fehringer
James Fenlon
William T. Foley
Christopher Foss
Gerald Friedrichsen 
Hall County Bar Association
Edmund T. Hamann
Hon. John Hartigan
William Harvey
Laurel A. Heer-Dale and Terry Dale
Patrick Kennison
Joan Kramer
Brittani E. Lewit
Hans S. Lillegard
Maha Music Festival
Catherine Mahern
McGowan & McGowan
John & Katherine Milligan
Douglas Murray

Jerry Petr
Reagan Melton & Delaney
Hon. Patrick Rogers
Mark Rowan
Karla Rupiper
David Stickman
Jerrold Strasheim
Mary Jo Strong
Jon Thomas
Mark Van Roojen
Matthew Vandenack
James & Maureen Waldron
Willet & Carothers
Lori Wilson
Wolfe, Snowden, Hurd, Luers & AHL, LLP
Woodke & Gibbons

$100 - $199
American National Bank
Marvin Andersen
Ralph & Gayle Bradley
Edward Brooks & Tony Lindquist-Brooks
Charles Campbell
Patrick Carraher
Jason Caskey
Frances Cronin
Linda Crump
Rachel Daugherty
Daniel Dolan
Dan Emanuel
Ellen Emanuel-Leifeld
Thomas Emerton
Annette & John Farnan
Shannon Fast
David H. Fisher

Ralph A. Froehlich
Joe Hawbaker
Denise Hill
Jackson Lewis
Julianna Jenkins
John Jeppesen
Wendy Katz
Con Keating
Moira W. Kennedy
Roger Kirst
Paul W. Korslund
John & Wende Kotouc
Lori E. Lee
John Lenich
Steven Likes
Ann Mangiameli
McChesney & Farrell Law Offices
Marguerite & Jim McGill
Aimee S. Melton
Angela D. Melton
Richard Moberly
Katie & Noah Mock
Charles Moore
Courtney E. Moran
Michelle Oldham
Ronald L. Oleson
Omaha Bar Association
Kathleen Neary
Dave Pantos & Kristin Girten
Harry Pantos
John L. Petr
Hon. Mike Pirtle & Kim Knoll
Betty F. Quinn
Brooke Renard
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The Impact of Legal Advocacy
Legal Aid helped assure disability benefits for a man waiting on a heart transplant. 
Through the process, our efforts helped fix an error in national disability policy.

A left ventricular assist device (LVAD) can mean the 
difference between life and death for a patient on an 
organ transplant list. It’s a temporary device that helps 
a patient’s weakened heart pump blood while he or she 
waits for a new heart.

“Tom” was on the waitlist for a heart transplant, and 
his LVAD was keeping him alive. Both Tom’s father 
and brother had died young because of a genetic heart 
disorder, and Tom, only in his forties, was facing a 
similar end. Unable to work on account of his condition, 
Tom applied for Social Security Disability Income (SSDI). 
He had worked his whole life and counted on this money 
to help him get through this difficult period. So, Tom was 
surprised when he was turned down.

Legal Aid heard from Tom after he had been denied 
disability benefits. He found out that he’d have to wait 
two to three years for a hearing about the decision. But 
Tom didn’t have two to three years to wait.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) determined 
that, despite the LVAD, Tom could work because he could 
walk. Legal Aid attorney Ann Mangiameli reached out to 
those who had made the determination to deny Tom’s 
benefits, to explain his situation and what an LVAD is. 
Legal Aid’s advocacy resulted in the SSA reconsidering 
their decision to deny Tom benefits. After reviewing the 
case, the SSA granted Tom disability benefits.

Tom’s case prompted a review of national LVAD policy 
in the SSA’s Program Operations Manual System (POMS), 
which is used in the evaluation of disability cases.  
The LVAD policy was revised. The outcome of this case 
resulted in a national policy change, effectively making 
it easier for patients with this device to get their bene-
fits quickly. The sooner someone is qualified for these 
benefits, the sooner they can receive income security 
and better access to healthcare.

At over six feet tall, Tom had needed a very large heart. 
Though the chances of finding a heart that size were 
small, we are happy to share that Tom underwent his 
transplant in early 2015 and is doing great.
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Donors
$100 - $199 (continued)
Mindy Rush-Chipman
Shively & Lannin, P.C., L.L.O.
Scott Sidwell
Shelldon Skelcher
Robert Slovek
Alex Stolarskyj
Christine Stolarskyj
Hon. Donna Taylor
Timothy Terrell
John F. Thomas
Jennifer A. Thompson
Ken & Annette Timperley
William A. Tringe
Urbom & Rowley, LLC
Ronald R. Volkmer
John Wagner
Joan Wallace
Albert Wallis
Susan Willis
World Group, LLC

$1 - $99
Angie Adams
Victoria Alapo
Susan Allen
Sophia M. Alvarez
James & Jean Ambrose
Michele L. Anglen
Joseph A. Baranello
Hon. Daniel J. Beckwith
Sue Behr
Madhavi Bhadbhade
Jeff & Lisa Blomquist

Christina Bradley
Thomas Budesheim
Max Burbach
Michael Burda
Adelle Burk
Erin Burkett
Peggy Cassell
Jody Castillo
Joanne Cavanaugh & Rick Stone
Mary Emanuel Cheshier
Nancy & Greg Crawford
Chicago Dawg House
Diz Christensen
Roseann R. Christensen
Erika Coates
Danielle M. Conrad
Bud & Dorene Cravener
Eugene Crisafulli
Susan Davies
Elizabeth Derrico
Brandon K. Dickerson
Jessica Donahue
Peter Dowben
Dowding Dowding Dowding & Urbom
Matthew Dunning
Angela Eikenberry
Sheila Emanuel
Myrna Esluer
Kathleen Fager
Rick Fager
April Faith-Slaker
Shawn Farritor
James Farnan
Linda Fitzgerald

Dave and Brigid Gabriel
Margaret S. Galstan
William Gaughan
Daniel Gilbert
Sarah Gilbert
Brian Georges
Sharon H. Girten
Stacie A. Goding
Jocelyn Golden
Michelle C. Green
Thomas A. Green
Robin W. Hadfield
Deanna Hanes
Peter Haug
Robert Heaney
Stu Heiser
Christine D. Henningsen
Gerise Herndon 
Ellen Hill
Anne Hindery
Warren Hines
Patrick J. Hoarty
Trisha Howard
David Huston
Marian Iversen
John Jeanetta
Peggy Jones
Ralph Kellogg
Jessica Kerkhofs
Doug Kiser
David Krecek
Alyson Krupica
Jerom Janulewicz
Christina Johnson

Alice Lammers
Gerald Larson
Karen Lash
Michele Lastovica
Joseph & Mary Leahy
Peter & Deb Levitov
Roger L. Lewis
Linda Lovett
Teresa K. Luther
Chris Machian
Lindy & Dan Macmillan
Trish Marcuzzo
Sandra K. Markley
Venita Mason
Samantha McAlevy
Alice McArdle
Sara McClure
Suzanne McDonald
Jennifer McGill
Valerie R. McHargue
Amanda McMahon
David M. McManaman
Anne C. McShane
Scott Mertz
Angela J. Miller
Samantha Miller & Mitchel McGill
Sandy Miller
Clarence & Hope Mock
Jessica Mogis
Megan Moslander
Barbara Myers
Kelsie Myers
Teri Nelson
Andrew Norman

Laura Olson
Robert Patterson
Anna Peng
Shirley Peng & Seth Fager
Selina Perry 
Joy Plochocki
Susan Plochocki
Oliver B. Pollak
Robert Portnoy
Mark T. Porto
Karen Rathke
Eric Renner
Rachel Resnick
Kathleen Reyering
Crystal Rhoades
Renan Rieur
Mark A. Robbins
Ashley Roberts
Jenifer Roberts-Johnson
Kerry Rodabaugh
Hazell Rodriguez
Farren Ronning
Jazmin Ross
Jonathan Ross
Amelia Rosser
Mary Beth Runge
Dyann Rupp
Margaret Schaefer
Kay Schilling
Michael Schleich
Crystal Schott
Judy Schweikart
Dianna M. Seiffert
Jonathan Seagrass 
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“I just want to say 
THANK YOU so very 
much for all the help 
you gave me! 
I’m so grateful 
for your kindness 
and expertise...I’ll 
always pray that 
God blesses you for 
helping others.”
Thank-you note from Legal Aid client

Legal Aid Outcomes and  
Sustainable Results
Short-term

 �REDUCED BARRIERS TO JUSTICE:  
by providing resources, assistance 
and representation, Legal Aid of 
Nebraska helps its clients achieve the 
legal outcomes that they would not 
otherwise be able to achieve.

 �SATISFACTION WITH SERVICES:  
reports from clients that services 
provided helped to reduce anxiety, 
provided practical and usable infor-
mation in a timely and efficient way, 
and were delivered in a professional 
and caring manner.

 �LEGAL LITERACY:  
improved understanding of court 
procedures and legal rights 

Long-term

 �LEGAL EFFICACY:  
improved ability to prevent and 
handle own legal issues in the future

 �SAFETY:  
freedom from domestic abuse

 �COMMUNITY WELLBEING:  
improvements across community 
wellbeing indicators as a result of 
the improvements to low-income 
people’s lives.

 �IMPROVED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

 �HOUSING STABILITY

 �REDUCED DEPENDENCE  
ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

 �IMPROVED HEALTH
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Foundation Donors	
The Lozier Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      $85,000 
Susan G. Komen® Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $85,000 
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation 	�������������������������������������������������������������������$55,000 
Nebraska Lawyer’s Trust Account Foundation (IOLTA) 	���������������������������������������������$51,500 
Peter Kiewit Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    $50,000 
Sherwood Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      $50,000 
Weitz Family Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   $50,000 
H. Lee and Carol Gendler Foundation	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������$30,000 
Mutual of Omaha Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               $25,000 
The Hawks Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     $19,938 
Woods Charitabe Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      $15,000 
Omaha Community Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             $10,000 
Women’s Fund of Omaha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   $10,000 
Lincoln Financial Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $7,500 
Todd and Betiana Simon Foundation 	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $5,000 
Margaret and Martha Thomas Foundation	����������������������������������������������������������������������� $5,000 
Wells Fargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  $4,000 
Bank of the West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                             $2,000 
Mid-Nebraska Community Foundation	������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $1,500 
The Holland Foundation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      $1,000 

United Way
United Way of the Midlands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $42,622 
United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster County 	���������������������������������������������������������������$19,183 
Heartland United Way. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        $7,500 
United Way of Western Nebraska 	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $2,746

$1 - $99 (continued)
Barry & Betty Segell
Timothy Shaw
Manya Shorr
Adam Slaker
Brigitte Slaker
Lydia Slaker
Lyndsay D. Speece
Heather Spruill
Georgia Stevens
Brett C. Stohs
Lindsay Surdell
Donald Swanson
Nic Swiercek
Julie Thomas
Robert Tobey
Teri S. Tuma

Wanda E. Vodehnal
Jennifer Wallace
Linda Waller
Laymon Walker
Alice Wasser
Aaron Weiner
Kathy Wesche
Amy West
Janet West
MB & Jim Winner
Daniel Wintz
Vernon Williams
Gail Wishnow
Lea A. Wroblewski
Vicki L. Wulf
Joy & Randy Youngland
Brian Zdan
Michael Ziskey

Special thanks to the following volunteers on the 
Access to Justice Annual Campaign Committee: 
Brandon Dickerson, Matthew Dunning, Tracy Hightower-Henne, Hon. David Piester, Jarrod 
Reece, Sean Rensch, Paul Shotoski, Bill Tringe and Amy Van Horne.

In-Kind Donors
Beertopia
Brian Chmura
Creighton University
Dudley Pizza & Tavern
Omaha Storm Chasers
Eagle Hills Golf Course
Fidelity National Title Group
Film Streams
Glacial Till Vineyard
Grassroots Music Festival
Lotus House of Yoga
Maha Music Festival
Natural Grocers
Old Mattress Factory
Omaha Beer Fest
Omaha Public Library
Omaha Tap House
Pickering Creative Group
R. Michael Industries
Regan, Melton & Delaney, L.L.P.
Slattery Vintage Estates Vineyard & 

Tasting Room
Staples
Starbucks
Studio Polymath
Subway
Tenaska
Tracks Lounge
Trader Joe’s
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Varsity Roman Coin Pizza
Wendy Peng
Zipline Brewing Co.

Donors
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Office Locations
Omaha 
209 S. 19th Street, Ste. 200,  
Omaha, NE 68102

Lincoln
941 “O” Street, Ste. 825,  
Lincoln, NE 68508

North Platte
102 E. Third Street, Ste. 102,  
North Platte, NE 69103

Scottsbluff
1423 First Avenue,  
Scottsbluff, NE 69363

Norfolk
214 N. Seventh Street, Ste. 10,  
Norfolk, NE 68701

Bancroft
415 Main Street,  
Bancroft, NE 68004

Grand Island
1811 W. Second Street, Ste. 440,  
Grand Island, NE 68803

Lexington
1001 N. Washington Street,  
Lexington, NE 68850

Apply online at:
legalaidofnebraska.org

Legal Aid of Nebraska does not 

discriminate on the basis of reli-

gion, gender, sexual orientation, 

ethnicity, race, color, age, marital 

status, citizen or authorized 

alien status, veteran status or 

disability in the administration of 

any of its programs.

Legal Aid of Nebraska is a 

nonprofit 501(c)3 organization 

funded in part by the Legal 

Services Corporation.

Access to Justice Self Help 
Centers (A2J)
Omaha A2J
209 S. 19th Street, Ste. 200,  
Omaha, NE 68102
Mon-Fri: 1 pm-4 pm

Lincoln A2J
941 “O” Street, Ste. 802,  
Lincoln, NE 68508
Mon & Wed: 1 pm-4 pm

Fri: 9 am-12 pm

Access and Hotlines
Statewide AccessLine®

1-877-250-2016 
Mon & Wed: 9 am-11 am

Tue & Th: 1:30 pm-3:30 pm

Spanish-speaking staff available. 

Translation services available.

Rural Response 
Hotline
1-800-464-0258
Mon-Fri: 8 am-5 pm

Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Development 
Program Hotline
1-855-660-1391
Mon-Fri: 8 am-5 pm

Native American 
AccessLine®

1-800-729-9908
Mon-Fri: 9 am-12 pm

ElderAccessLine®  
(Age 60 and over)
1-800-527-7249
Mon-Thu: 9 am-12 pm  

1 pm-3 pm

Fri: 9 am-12 pm

Nebraska Immigration 
Legal Assistance 
Hotline (NILAH)
1-855-307-6730
Mon & Wed: 9 am-11 am 

12:30 pm-3:30 pm

Tue & Thu: 9 am-12 pm 

1:30 pm-3:30 pm

Fri: 9 am-12 pm

Breast Cancer  
Legal Hotline
1-855-916-4540
Mon-Thu: 9 am-12 pm 

1 pm-3 pm

Fri: 9 am-12 pm
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